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PA.084.MH - Myoelectric Upper Limb Prosthesis

This policy applies to the following lines of business:
o MedStar Employee (Select)
e MedStar CareFirst PPO

MedStar Health considers Myoelectric Upper Limb Prosthesis medically necessary
for the following indications:

1. Traumatic amputation or congenital absence of the upper limb at the wrist or above
(forearm, elbow etc.); AND
2. The member is able to tolerate the weight of the upper extremity myoelectric
prosthesis; AND
3. The member has no comorbidities that could interfere with the function of the
prosthesis (ie, the member is otherwise healthy) ; AND
4. Standard body-powered or traditional prosthetic devices do not meet the functional
needs of the individual in performing activities of daily living (ADL); AND
Note: Consideration should be given to the member’s functional needs for
control, durability, and work capability on a case-by-case basis, not for
convenience or ability to perform recreational activities
5. The member has been evaluated by a multi-disciplinary team (i.e. physiatrist,
orthopedist/prosthetist, occupational, and physical therapists) documenting both of
the following:
e The member demonstrates sufficient physiological and cognitive function to
allow effective operation of a myoelectric prosthetic device
e The residual limb meets the minimum microvolt threshold (ability of muscle to
contract) to allow proper function of the prosthesis
AND
6. The member’s environment does not inhibit the function of the prosthesis and have
the ability to care for the prosthesis (ie keeping electrodes clean, not immersing the
prosthesis in water, charging the battery, etc.); AND
7. Counseling and teaching completed regarding exposure to environmental hazards
such as wet environment, potential electrical discharge, grease, dirt/dust, and
solvents; AND
8. The unit is recommended based on the evaluation of an advanced prosthetic
program
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A new prosthesis will probably be necessary for a growing child every 18 months on
average (actual useful lifespan of the prosthesis depends primarily on the child’s rate of
skeletal growth)

Background

Each year, there are approximately 185,000 amputation-related hospital discharges.
Over 1.5 million people are living with limb loss in the United States. Upper limb
amputations are twice as common as lower limb amputations. The three leading
contributors to amputations include dysvascular disease, trauma, and cancer.

The use of one’s hands allow for critical functional daily movements. Myoelectric
prostheses of the upper limb increase range of motion and improve overall function of
the upper limb for people with missing hands. These prostheses function via surface
electrodes which are placed in the socket to detect and amplify muscle action of the
residual limb.

Examples of Myoelectric Upper Limb Prosthesis include (non-inclusive):

Boston Elbow™ (Liberating Technologies Inc., formerly Liberty Technology)

Boston Digital Arm™ (Liberating Technologies Inc.)

Centri Hand (Centri Company)

Dynamic Arm 12K100 (Otto Bock Company)

Electrohand 2000 for Children (Otto Bock Company)

Electric Greifer (Otto Bock Company)

Ergoarm® Elbow-Forearm (Otto Bock Company)

i-Limb Hand (Touch Bionics)

i-Limb Pulse (Touch Bionics)

Motion Controlled Electric Terminal Device (ETD) Hand (Motion Control

Company)

MYO Electric Hand (Centri Company)

Otto Bock Myoelectric Arm Prosthesis (Otto Bock Company)

ProControl2 (Motion Control Company)

ProDigits (Touch Bionics)

RSL Steeper Scamp Hands for Infants (Liberating Technologies Inc.)

System Electric Hand (Otto Bock Company)

Transcarpal Hand (Otto Bock Company)

Variety Village Electromechanical Elbow and Forearm for Juvenile/Adolescents

(Systemteknik)

e VASI Electric Hands and Wrists (Liberating Technologies Inc., Variety Ability
Systems Inc.)
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VASI Electric Elbows for Children Wrists (Liberating Technologies Inc., Variety
Ability Systems Inc.)
Utah Arm 3 (Motion Control Company)

HCPCS codes covered if selection criteria are met (If Appropriate):

Code

L6000
L6010
L6020

L6025

L6611

L6629
L6632

L6646

L6648

L6677

L6680

L6687
L6708
L6715
L6810
L6880

Description

Base procedure-partial hand, thumb remaining

Base procedure-partial hand, little and/or ring finger remaining
Base procedure-partial hand, no finger remaining

Transcarpal/metacarpal or partial hand disarticulation prosthesis, external
power, self-suspended, inner socket with removable forearm section,
electrodes, and cables, two batteries, charger, myoelectric control of terminal
device

Addition to upper extremity prosthesis, external powered, additional switch any
type

Upper extremity addition, quick disconnection lamination collar with coupling
piece, Otto Bock or equal

Upper extremity addition, latex suspension sleeve, each

Upper extremity addition, shoulder joint, multipositional locking, flexion,
adjustable abduction friction control, for use with body powered or external
powered system

Upper extremity addition, shoulder lock mechanism, external powered actuator

Upper extremity addition, harness, triple control, simultaneous operation of
terminal device and elbow

Base procedure-upper extremity addition, test socket, wrist disarticulation or
below elbow

Upper extremity addition, frame type socket, below elbow or wrist
disarticulation

Terminal device, hand, mechanical, voluntary opening, any material, any size

Terminal device, multiple articulating digit, includes motor(s), initial issue or
replacement

Addition to terminal device, precision pinch device

Electric hand, switch or myoelectric controlled, independently articulating digits,
any grasp pattern or combination of patterns, include motor(s)
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L6895

L6920

L6925

L6930

L6940

L6945

L6950

L6955

L6960

L6965

L6970

L6975
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Terminal device, glove for above hands, custom glove

Wrist disarticulation, external power, self-suspended inner socket, removable
forearm shell, Otto Bock or equal, switch cables, 2 batteries and one charger,
myoelectronic control of terminal device

Wrist disarticulation, external power, self-suspended inner socket, removable
forearm shell, Otto Bock or equal electrodes, cables, two batteries and one
charger, myoelectric control of terminal device

Below elbow, external power, self-suspended inner socket, removable forearm
shell, Otto Bock or equal electrodes, cables, two batteries and one charger,
myoelectric control of terminal device

Elbow disarticulation, external power, molded inner socket, removable humeral
shell, outside locking hinges, forearm, Otto Bock or equal switch, cables, two
batteries and one charger, switch control of terminal device

Elbow disarticulation, external power, molded inner socket, removable humeral
shell, outside locking hinges, forearm, Otto Bock or equal electrodes, cables,
two batteries and one charger, myoelectric control of terminal device

Above elbow, external power, molded inner socket, removable humeral shell,
outside locking hinges, forearm, Otto Bock or equal switch, cables, two
batteries and one charger, switch control of terminal device

Above elbow, external power, molded inner socket, removable humeral shell,
outside locking hinges, forearm, Otto Bock or equal electrodes, cables, two
batteries and one charger, myoelectric control of terminal device

Shoulder disarticulation, external power, molded inner socket, removable
should shell, shoulder bulkhead, humeral section, mechanical elbow, forearm,
Otto Bock or equal switch, cables and one charger, switch control of terminal
device

Shoulder disarticulation, external power, molded inner socket, removable
should shell, shoulder bulkhead, humeral section, mechanical elbow, forearm,
Otto Bock or equal electrodes, cables and one charger, myoelectric control of
terminal device

Interscapular-thoracic, external power, molded inner socket, removable
shoulder shell, shoulder bulkhead, humeral section, mechanical elbow,
forearm, Otto Bock or equal switch, cables, two batteries and one charger,
switch control of terminal device

Interscapular-thoracic, external power, molded inner socket, removable
shoulder shell, shoulder bulkhead, humeral section, mechanical elbow,
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L7007
L7008
L7009
L7040
L7045
L7170

L7180

L7181

L7185
L7186

L7190

L7191
L7260
L7261
L7368

L8701

L8702
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forearm, Otto Bock or equal electrodes, cables, two batteries and one charger,
myoelectric control of terminal device

Electric hand, switch or myoelectric controlled, adult
Electric hook, switch or myoelectric controlled, adult
Electric hand, switch or myoelectric controlled, pediatric
Prehensile seizing/grasping actuator, switch controlled
Electric hook, switch or myoelectric controlled, pediatric
Electronic elbow, Hosmer or equal, switch controlled

Electronic elbow, microprocessor sequential control of elbow and terminal
device

Electronic elbow, microprocessor simultaneous control of elbow and terminal
device

Electronic elbow, adolescent, Variety Village or equal, switch controlled
Electronic elbow, child ,Variety Village or equal, switch controlled

Electronic elbow, adolescent, Variety Village or equal, myoelectronically
controlled

Electronic elbow, child, Variety Village or equal, myoelectronically controlled
Electronic wrist rotator, Otto Bock or equal

Electronic wrist rotator, for Utah arm

Lithium battery ion charger

Powered upper extremity range of motion assist device, elbow, wrist, hand with
single or double upright(s), includes microprocessor, sensors, all components
and accessories, custom fabricated

Powered upper extremity range of motion assist device, elbow, wrist, hand,
finger, single or double upright(s), includes microprocessor, sensors, all
components and accessories, custom fabricated

HCPCS Coding included with Base Unit Code and Not Covered:

L6881
L6882
L6890

Automatic grasp feature, addition to upper limb electric prosthetic terminal
device

Microprocessor control feature, addition to upper limb prosthetic terminal device

Addition to upper extremity prosthesis, glove for terminal device, any material,
prefabricated, includes fitting and adjustment
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Hand restoration (casts, shading and measurements included), partial hand,

L6900 with glove, thumb, or one finger remaining
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Disclaimer:

MedStar Health medical payment and prior authorization policies do not constitute
medical advice and are not intended to govern or otherwise influence the practice of
medicine. The policies constitute only the reimbursement and coverage guidelines

of MedStar Health and its affiliated managed care entities. Coverage for services varies
for individual members in accordance with the terms and conditions of applicable
Certificates of Coverage, Summary Plan Descriptions, or contracts with governing
regulatory agencies.

MedStar Health reserves the right to review and update the medical payment and prior
authorization guidelines in its sole discretion. Notice of such changes, if necessary, shall
be provided in accordance with the terms and conditions of provider agreements and
any applicable laws or regulations.

These policies are the proprietary information of Evolent Health. Any sale, copying, or
dissemination of said policies is prohibited.
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